256 Main Street, East Berlin 
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«» Levi North (1760-1846) had a tavern at 256 Main 
‘ Street, East Berlin circa 1786. He made scythes by 
hand - noted for excellence. Revolutionary War 
soldier, & Rachel White (1762-1839) 


colonial 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
About 1786 Levi North current owners: W.H. Nye Main Street 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 093 
1786 ~—Levi North current owners: Robert & Elizabeth Bennett 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 
1784 current owner: Elizabeth Bennett 


Genealogy 


2nd son of Jedediah and Sarah [Wilcox] North. Baptized at Kensington Congregational [Christian Lane] 
Church. He and wife, Rachel, became members of Berlin Congregational Church in 1795. Levi had a 
tavern at 256 Main Street, East Berlin circa 1786. Owned property at 147 Main Street, East Berlin which 
was sold to Edwin Paddock in 1875. Levi sold 10 acres to Mary O'Bunce, who lived at 161 Main Street, 
East Berlin with husband, Thomas. Levi probably lived at 256 Main Street, East Berlin house circa 1786. 
He made scythes by hand - noted for excellence. Enlisted in the Revolutionary Army at 16. Served in 
Capt. Eell'’s Co., Col. Sage's Regt. Levi was captured by British; lived on rice and repaired tools and 
weapons. Submitted a $1,200 bill at end of war and British paid. He used the money to build his home. 
BPLH Room Card Catalog Notes record that a child of his died on 17 NOV 1842 at age 2 years. 1790 
Census: 2 free white males over 16 years 1""'" under 16 yrs 2 free white females North, Dexter. John 
North of Farmington CT and his Descendants - p.44, 78 Berlin Records - p.156 Brandegee - p.31 
Tercentenary list Berlin Congregational Church Records - p.35 


Levi North (1760-1846) son of Jedediah North & Sarah Wilcox. He was in the Revolutionary War in Capt. 
Ell’s Company. In 1786 he married Rachel White (1762-1839) They had children: Olive, Patty, 
Jedediah, Lucy, Beulah, Rachel, Edmund, Marilla, Norris, Julia, and Levi. They are buried in Wilcox 
Cemetery. 
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17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Levi North House has a five-bay facade with a central=entry;imost 
of its exterior fabric is recent. Windows are fitted with 2-over-2 
sash and modern storm sash; second-floor windows are located immedi- 
ately under the eaves. The Victorian door has twin round-headed lights. 
There are hewn overhangs at the second floor and across the gable ends. 


‘On the left elevation is a partially framed-in porch on turned posts. 


BUILDER 
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Despite extensive modern and Victorian alterations, the Levi North House 
is significant as a surviving example of an 18th-century central chim- 
ney house. An adaptation of traditional English building techniques to 
a harsh climate rich in stone, timber, and firewood, the central chim- 
ney house was the predominant domestic building type in 18th-century 
New England. The large central chimney, generally constructed of 

stone below the roofline, functioned as an enormous thermal mass. Once 
warmed, its tons of rock could store and release heat for hours. It 
remained popular in relatively isolated areas such as Berlin until 
after 1800. Typical 18th-century features include the symmetrical 
five-bay facade, the ridge-parallel orientation, the hewn overhangs, 
and the location of the second-floor windows under the eaves. The 
sash, entry door, and left porch are Victorian alterations. 


Tercentenary List 


VIEW 


Town of Berlin, CT 


Property Listing Report Map Block Lot 17-4-146-20 Account 1007220 
Valuation Summary —_ (Assessed value = 70% of Appraised Value) Sub Areas 
ie ig 

a mn 
a OO 
Improvements | 41530000 80700 Upper Story, Finished 972 972 
a : 
Cand i 
Tos = Pee 
Outbuilding and Extra Features Forety Cyan ieletied Cc : 
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Sales History 

Owner af Record Book/ Page Sale Date Sale Price 
BENNETT ELIZABETH M 486/ 318 12/4/2002 0 
BENNETT,ROBERT,A, 151/ 148 0 
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Additional Info 


Primary Construction Details 


Building Style 


Residential 


Interior Floors 1 Pine/Soft Wood 
Interior Floors 2 


Whirlpoot Tub 


Total Rooms 


Full Bathrooms 


Average 
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Exterior Walls AluminumSiding 


Exterior Walls 2 


Interior Walls Wall Brd/Wood 


Interior Walls 2 Plaster 
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Fin BSMT Quality 


Fin BSMT Area 2 


